with very little effort exposed the pitiful helplessness
of this much boosted international organization. The
U.S.S.R. has marched from one triumph to another
almost in all cases at the expense of Britain,
Nowhere have the problems been as acute as in
the. Middle East. This 'Middle East' is a very vague
term; but its frontiers now are much more extensive
than what ordinary people imagine. Its western
boundary coincides with the Cyrenaican-Egyptian
frontier. On the east, it touches the western boundary
of Afghanistan. In north it coincides with the Russo^
Turkish frontier. The southern boundary goes right
down to Egyptian Sudan and Ethiopia. They include
Sudan, Ethiopia, Egypt, Eritrea, Somaliland both
British and Italian, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, the Arabian
and Persian Gulfs British Protectorates, Palestine,
Transjordan, Lebanon, Syria, Turkey, Iraq and Iran.
These boundaries include a seething mass of political
ambitions, rival nationalisms and racial conflicts.
This region has suddenly become all important.
Its strategic position is vital to British and American
trade and communications. The Suez Canal, the
pivot of British world power in Asia, is its very heart.
Through it lies the British road to India and the Far
East. It is the only region which can give to the
U.S.S.R. its coveted outlet to warm waters. The area
is rich in natural resources, particularly in oil It is
said to possess about 30 per cent, of the world's esti-
mated oil reserves. It also provides a large potential
market for consumer goods.
The Middle East has also grown nationalisms.
There is, first, the Turkish nationalism; next, the
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